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Research, Science, and Seminars 

Publications 

The following list is the PubMed search result for “Bergen 
AND Biomedicine” since the last newsletter. Authors who 
attribute the Department are shown in bold.  

Leptin Receptor Signaling Regulates Protein Synthesis 
Pathways and Neuronal Differentiation in Pluripotent Stem Cells. 
Gupta MK, Vethe H, Softic S, Rao TN, Wagh V, Shirakawa J, Barsnes H, Vaudel M, 
Takatani T, Kahraman S, Sakaguchi M, Martinez R, Hu J, Bjørlykke Y, Raeder H, 
Kulkarni RN. 
Stem Cell Reports. 2020 Oct 20:S2213-6711(20)30386-6.  
 
Disulfiram, a Ferroptosis Inducer, Triggers Lysosomal Membrane Permeabilization 
by Up-Regulating ROS in Glioblastoma.Qiu C, Zhang X, Huang B, Wang S, Zhou W, 
Li C, Li X, Wang J, Yang N. 
Onco Targets Ther. 2020 Oct 20;13:10631-10640.  
 
AXL Is a Driver of Stemness in Normal Mammary Gland and Breast Cancer. 
Engelsen AST, Wnuk-Lipinska K, Bougnaud S, Pelissier Vatter FA, Tiron C, 
Villadsen R, Miyano M, Lotsberg ML, Madeleine N, Panahandeh P, Dhakal S, Tan 
TZ, Peters SD, Grøndal S, Aziz SM, Nord S, Herfindal L, Stampfer MR, Sørlie T, 
Brekken RA, Straume O, Halberg N, Gausdal G, Thiery JP, Akslen LA, Petersen 
OW, LaBarge MA, Lorens JB.  
iScience. 2020 Oct 7;23(11):101649. doi: 10.1016/j.isci.2020.101649 

BBB seminar 

Silje Skrede from the Department of Clinical Science, University of Bergen, will give a talk 
entitled “Metabolic adverse effects of antipsychotic drugs”. 

Silje Skrede is Professor at the Department of Clinical Science, member of the 
Pharmacology Research Group led by Prof. Lars Herfindal, and senior consultant at the 
Section of Clinical Pharmacology, Department of Medical Biochemistry and Pharmacology, 
Haukeland University Hospital. Among her research interests are a long-standing 
engagement with adverse effects of neuroleptic drugs. More recent projects include 
studies of new technologies for the extraction of pharmacological agents from biological 
fluids, as well as projects detailing the clinical rationale and analytical methods for 
therapeutic drug monitoring of new biological drugs (monoclonal antibodies). 

Thursday, November 12, 14.30, Auditorium 2 and online 

 

 

BBB seminar 

Stein Ove Døskeland from the Department of Biomedicine, University of Bergen, will give a 
talk entitled "Cyclic AMP signaling, with emphasis on the role of Epac (RapGef 3,4,2) in 
Epac KO mice". 

Stein Ove Døskeland is Professor Emeritus at the Department of Biomedicine. He has 
contributed to the field of cAMP effector systems since the late 70'ies, first focusing on the 
activation mechanism and biological roles of PKA. An important part of his recent research 
has been to understand cAMP action mechanisms, particularly the role of the Rap 
activators Epac 1 and Epac 2 (RapGef 3,4), based on novel cAMP analogs and 
experiments with Epac KO mice. 

Thursday, November 19, 14.30, Auditorium 2 and online 

Operations, Health, and Safety 

Human Resources 

Vacant positions 
at the University of Bergen 

Benefits 
for employees at UiB 

Events 
for UiB employees 

We welcome these new employees: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Johanne Telnes 
Instanes started in 
her position as 
Researcher in the  
Neurotargeting 
Group/Haavik Lab, 
on 01 November. 

 

 

Joseph Diab started in 
his position as Post 
Doctor in the 
Translational Cell 
Signaling and 
Metabolism Group/
Ziegler Lab, on 01 
November. 

Nils Halberg 

Vice Head for research 

Ocean Sustainability Bergen 
Conference  

Treasures from the Ocean: Science, 
Technology and Management Systems for a 
Healthy and Productive Ocean. 

The Decade of Ocean Science is approaching, calling for scientists, policy makers, 
managers, and service users to join forces in ensuring that ocean science brings greater 
benefits for ocean ecosystems and society alike. 

This year's maturing targets and the Decade of Ocean Science will form the backdrop for 
the conference. 

The conference will be attended by, amongst others, Nikolai Astrup, Minister for Local 
Government and Modernisation, Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean, and 
Vladimir Ryabinin, Executive Secretary IOC of UNESCO. 
 

11 November 2020, 13-16, Virtual Conference - click here for more information: 
Programme 

Submit a proposal of an Organised 
Session for the 12th European Congress 
on Tropical Medicine and International 
Health (ECTMIH)  

ECTMIH is organized by a committee from the Department of Global Public Health, and 
will be held in Bergen in the fall 2021. 

The Congress will be virtual,. For more information visit the website ectmih2021.no. 

Organised Sessions should have a specific scientific focus and needs to be integrated in 
and relevant to the overall conference theme and to the scientific tracks in the programme 
for ECTMIH 2021. This year the focus is on Global challenges in health, migration and 
equity. The theme is explored further in nine scientific tracks:  

Track 1. Migration, climate and health 
Track 2. HIV, TB and hepatitis 
Track 3. Malaria, vector-borne and neglected tropical diseases 
Track 4. OneHealth, antimicrobial resistance, water and sanitation 
Track 5. Universal health coverage, health priorities, public health & health systems, e-
health and governance 
Track 6. Nutrition, NCD’s and oral health 
Track 7. Mental health and health promotion 
Track 8. Disasters, accidents, injuries, global surgery and rehabilitation 
Track 9. Maternal and child health, sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) 

The following guidelines apply: 

• The proposal should be submitted in English 
• The organised session should be related to the overall conference theme and 

tracks 
• -The organised session cannot exceed 50 minutes including all presentations and 

discussions 
Since this year's conference is digital - all presentations will be pre-recorded and streamed 
during the time-slot awarded. Discussions will be streamed live after the presentations. 
You will receive technical assistance and guidance if your session is selected. 

The number of slots is limited and all proposals for Organised Sessions will be subject to 
the scientific peer review system. All submissions can expect an answer by end of January 
2021. 

Please use this form to submit your proposal: https://skjemaker.app.uib.no/view.php?
id=9221171 

For all organised session queries, please email: ectmih2021@uib.no 

 
Deadline: 15 December 2020 

Sending packages with 
courier services: New 
procedures 

Packages scheduled for sending by 
courier services must be: 

• Wrapped and packaged properly 

• Weighed  
• Have proforma invoice 

information about the shipping 
invoice recipient (project number 
or annuum) attached. 

 
This information must also e-mailed 
to: ekspedisjon.biomed@uib.no by 
11:00 at the very latest for any 
packages that should be sent the 
same day. 
This goes for DHL, JETPAK and TNT. 

The reason for this is the corona  
pandemic, which affects the staffing 
situation in the reception. 

Sending av pakker med 
budservice: Nye rutiner 

Pakker som skal sendes med bud må 
være:  

• Ferdig pakket  
• Veid  
• Ha proformafaktura med informasjon 

om hvor sending skal belastes 
(prosjektnummer eller annuum) 
vedlagt  

 
Denne informasjonen må være sendt til 
ekspedisjon.biomed@uib.no innen 
senest klokken 11:00 for sending 
samme dag. 
Dette gjelder DHL, JETPAK og TNT. 

Bakgrunnen er covid-pandemien som 
påvirker bemanningssituasjonen i 
ekspedisjonen. 

Please use the corridors 

To minimize infection speading and 
contact between groups which normally 
does not have contact with each other, 
the Department recommends that the 
labs not be used as passage ways. 
This means that everyone should us 
the regular corridors and not walk 
through lab areas if possible. 

Benytt korridorene 

For å minske smittefare og kontakt 
mellom gruppe som til vanlig ikke har 
kontakt er det ønskelig at man i tiden 
fremover ikke benytter labbene som 
korridor. Det vil si at man så langt det er 
mulig skal benytte korridorene, og ikke 
gå igjennom laboratorier dersom det kan 
unngås. 

Register your publication 
channels  

Have you been published in a channel 
not registered in the the Registry of 
Scientific Publishing Channels?  

Publications registered in CRISTIN must 
be registered in a publishing channel of 
level 1 or 2 to generate credits at NVI 
reports.  

If you have, in 2020, published 
through a channel (publication, pub-
lisher, series) which is not registered, 
the channel must be submitted for 
review/assessment. 
 
Search for channels in the registry:  
https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/
publiseringskanaler/Forside 

Registration of publishing channel: 
https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/
publiseringskanaler/
BrukerLoggpa.action 

Procedures for suggestions for the 
registry: https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/
publiseringskanaler/OmProsedyrer 

Any questions can be directed to:  
publiseringskanaler@nsd.no or 

cristin@uib.no 
 

Deadline for submission of publishing 
channels is 30 November 2020. 

Meld inn dine 
publiseringskanaler 

Har du publisert i ein kanal som ikkje er 
registert i Register over vitenskapelige 
publiseringskanaler? 

Publikasjonar registrert i CRISTIN, må 
vere i ein publiseringskanal på nivå 1 
eller 2 for å gje utteljing ved NVI-
rapportering. 

Dersom du i 2020 har publisert i ein kanal 
(tidsskrift, forlag, serie) som ikkje er 
registrert, må kanalen meldast inn til 
vurdering. 

Søk etter kanal i registeret: https://
dbh.nsd.uib.no/publiseringskanaler/
Forside 

Innmelding av publiseringskanal: https://
dbh.nsd.uib.no/publiseringskanaler/
BrukerLoggpa.action 

Prosedyrar for forslag til registeret: 
https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/
publiseringskanaler/OmProsedyrer 

Ved spørsmål, kontakt 
publiseringskanaler@nsd.no eller 

cristin@uib.no 
 

Fristen for innmelding av 
publiseringskanalar er 30. november 
2020. 

Funding Announcements 

Newsletter from the Department of Biomedicine, University of Bergen 
Published every second week 
Editor-in-chief: Mathias Ziegler 
Editors: Margarethe Bittins, Stian Krog 
Archive: https://wiki.uib.no/biomed/index.php/Newsletter 

Current funding announcements/deadlines 

Horizon Europe—European Research Council 

Starting Grant For Researchers of any nationality with 2-7 years of experience since completion of 
PhD (Extensions are possible) a scientific track record showing great promise and an 
excellent research proposal. Up to € 1.5 million for a period of 5 years.  
Deadline 9 March 2021 

Consolidator Grants Researchers of any nationality with 7-12 years of experience since completion 
of PhD (Extensions are possible under certain circumstances — see the latest ERC Work 
Programme), a scientific track record showing great promise and an excellent research 
proposal. up to € 2 million for a period of 5 years.  
Deadline20 April 2021 

Advanced Grant  
Applicants for the ERC Advanced Grants - called Principal Investigators (PI) - are expected 
to be active researchers who have a track-record of significant research achievements in the 
last 10 years. 
The Principal Investigators should be exceptional leaders in terms of originality and 
significance of their research contributions.Up to € 2.5 million for a period of 5 years  
Deadline 31 August 2021 

Research Council of Norway 

Norwegian Centres of Excellence – SFF-V – Phase 1 
Deadline: 18. November 2020, 13:00 CET  

Funding for Research Infrastructure of National Importance 
Deadline: 18. November  

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal.  
Up to-12 Million NOK, up to six years 
Deadline 10 February 2021 

Researcher Project for Young Research Talents.  
Up to 8 million NOK, up to four years 
Deadline 10 February 2021 

Three-year Researcher Project with International Mobility 
Up to 3,9 million NOK, 3 years. 
Deadline 10 February 2021 

Large-scale Interdisciplinary Researcher Project 
12-25 million NOK, 4-6 years. 
Deadline 10 February 2021 

Collaborative Project to meet Societal and Industry-related Challenges 
Min. 4 Mio NOK, 24-48 months Projects are to be carried out by one or more research 
organisations with relevant actors from public sector entities, non-governmental 
organisations, Norwegian trade and industry and/or other private organisations. 
Deadline: 17 February 2021 

INTPART  International Partnerships for Excellent Education, Research and Innovation 

Norwegian research organisations may apply for funding for partnerships with 
Brazil, Canada, India, Japan, China, Russia, South Africa, South Korea and the 
USA. Funding may also be sought for partnerships with Germany and France 
under this call. 

NEW! Civitan Alzheimer Foundation 

Partial funding for PhD– and post doc projects. 500.000/year for 3-2 years. 

Download the announcement here. 

Deadline 15 Januar 2021 

Pasteurlegatet& Thjøtta’s legat 

Pasteurlegatet and Professor Th. Thjøttas legat will award a grant to young 
Norwegian scientists who intend to study a topic regarding infectious agents, 
chemistry or fermentation industry. 
Read more: https://www.legeforeningen.no/fag/aktuelt/pasteurlegatet/ 
Deadline: 1 December 2020 

Grants and bequests at the University of Bergen 

More information can be found on the website for funds (Norwegian only) https://
www.uib.no/foransatte/123573/fond-og-legater 
Scientific staff and Post Doctors may apply for: 

• Grants for academic travels and sabbaticals: https://www.uib.no/
foransatte/100539/vitenskapelige-reiser-og-forskningstermin 
• Bergen University fund: https://www.uib.no/foransatte/100537/bergen-
universitetsfond 
• Olsens legat: https://www.uib.no/foransatte/100538/olsens-legat 

Students and PhD candidates may apply to:  

•Olsens legat: http://www.uib.no/foransatte/100538/olsens-legat 
•Meltzers Research Grants: https://meltzerfondet.w.uib.no/hovedsiden/om-
meltzerfondet/veiledning-prosjektstipend/ 
•UiBs Student Grant Foundation: http://www.uib.no/utdanning/49306/universitetet-i
-bergen-sine-studentlegat 

In addition, there are he following funds at the Faculty of Medicine: 

•Det alminnelige medisinske forskningsfond ved Universitetet i Bergen 

•Legat for forskning av kreftsykdommer ved Universitetet i Bergen 

•Dagfinn Aarskogs vitenskapelige fond til Barneklinikken, Haukeland sykehus 

UPDATE: Nå er søknadskriterier for Gerda Meyer Nyquist Gulbranson & 
Gerdt Meyer Nyquist legat lagt ut på våre hjemmesider (https://www.uib.no/
med/66120/fond-og-legater). Søknader registreres i UiBs søknadsdatabase 
(https://fond.app.uib.no/).Det blir også lagt ut informasjon om utlysning av midler 
fra Astri og Edvard Riisøens legat til fremme av vitenskapelig forskning på 
våre nettsider den nærmeste tiden, med link til eget søknadsskjema. 
Deadline: 01 December 2020. 

Travel Grants 

Research Council of Norway TRAVEL GRANT 

Scholarship for research stays abroad for 3 -12 months for PhD candidates and Post Doctors in 
projects with funding from the Research Council. Deadline: continuing 

Helse Vest TRAVEL GRANT 

granted for 6 or 12 months. Postdoctoral fellowship applicants are especially encouraged to apply 
for an overseas fellowship over the course of their fellowship period. Continuing deadline  

ERASMUS+ staff mobility TRAVEL GRANT 

Subsidising mobility of up to two months, for UiB staff including PhD-candidates and post docs, to 
attend courses or individual laboratory visits. Also have a look at the list of organized staff 
mobility weeks.  
Deadline: 20 August and 20 January 

Travel Stipends for students and researchers in Arqus 

Funds for research stays (individually) PDF 
Funding for research stays (research groups) PDF 
Funds for pre / postDocs mentoring: PDF 

Questions can be directed to senior adviser Rosa Nogueira (Rosa.Nogueira@uib.no) 
Deadline 31 October 2020.  

PhD updates 

PhD defense: Hilde Ytre Hauge Smeland 

Trial lecture: 19 November, 10.15, Zoom Webinar. 
topic to be announced 
https://uib.zoom.us/j/67676356174?
pwd=Y0VIZkZQTDJEOUJJc3JiMUU0eFJDQT09 
Passcode: d97Eg7*u 

Public defense: 20 November, 10.15, Zoom Webinar 
Thesis title: Role of integrin α11β1 in breast cancer  
https://uib.zoom.us/j/67090753867?pwd=OWM2L2VCbWFUVzFOZWJKTGUzV29UUT09 

Early Stage Researcher Seminar- 
Jianhua Han 

Assessment of lymphatic and kidney function by 
molecular imaging using Positron Emission 
Tomography (PET)  

Jianhua is PhD-candidate in the lab of Helge Wiig, and has recently submitted her doctoral 
thesis. In the thesis, Jianhua evaluates noninvasive PET imaging modalities in order to 
measure lymph flow animals. She showed that these methods have a clear potential for 
clinical translation. 

17 November, 11.30, Auditorium 4 (alternatively Zoom meeting) 

Midway Evaluations 

Midway evaluation is mandatory for all candidates 
in the PhD-programme who are affiliated with the 
Department of Biomedicine. At the 
midway evaluation, the candidate holds a public 
presentation in English. This time, all midway evaluations will be held online. 

 

Irene Matre Thowsen 

Project: New actors in blood pressure regulation. The extracellular microenvironment, 
lymphatics and VEGF-B.  
Supervisors: Helge Wiig, Tine Karlsen, Anne-Maj Apel  
https://uib.zoom.us/j/66748445484?pwd=M0xrY3NaWWhPQ3Jtck9DR0Nob3Q5UT09 

10 November, 10.30, 

 

Tadiwos Feyissa Mergiya 

Project: "Optical control of Arc protein interactions and functions" 
Supervisors: Clive Bramham (UiB), Yuta Ishizuka (UiB) 
https://uib.zoom.us/j/65572922072?pwd=bk1rYVhnY0pBSCswQkY4MG96MjRYZz09 

10 November, 11:45 

 

Peter Daniel Szigetvari 

Project: "Monoamine signalling in neurometabolic disorders: biochemical mechanisms and 
treatment implications" 
Supervisors: Jan Haavik (UiB), Per Morten Knappskog (HUS), Petri Kursula (UiB) 
https://uib.zoom.us/j/69366842479?pwd=d0VjR3JMUjdCQnE2U3JHWjFkTVJ2dz09 

10 November, 13.00 

 

Victoria Smith Arnesen 

Project: "Identification and functional characterization of molecular and epigenetic 
biomarkers of malignant progression in glioblastoma and immune subsets: role of a novel 
13-bp deletion mutation of the NG2/CSPG4 gene (NG2del13) in GBM patients" 
Supervisors: Martha Chekenya Enger (UiB), Dorota Goplen (HUS), Eirik Bratland (UiB) 
https://uib.zoom.us/j/68230370946?pwd=Y0VYVnExaW5CQXQ0M2FIckFBNEpydz09 

13 November, 11.00 

NOTE: 

If you plan to apply for external funding, please always send a short 
notice to the Department administration: https://skjemaker.app.uib.no/
view.php?id=8157307  

For applications for international funds (EU, EEA, others) you will need 
approval from the Head of the Department and the University’s division 
of research- and innovation. Fill in this short statement (PDF) and 
send it to the Department administration:  
Janne.Gotaas@uib.no, cc: Margarethe.Bittins@uib.no 

Breakfast Seminar for 
PhD supervisors  

The Faculty of Medicine invites PhD-
supervisors to a Breakfast Seminar, 
from 09 to 10:00. The topic of the 
seminar is how to articulate good 
project descriptions.  

Professor Emeritus Nils Erik Gilhus will 
hold the presentation.  

Link to calendar event and registration: 
https://www.uib.no/med/137536/digitalt
-veilederseminar-phd-veiledere 

11 December, 09-10:00 

Frokostseminar for 
veiledere 

11. desember arrangerer Det medisinske 
fakultet frokostseminar for ph.d.-veiledere 
kl. 9-10. Tema for seminaret er hvordan 
formulere gode prosjektskisser. 

Professor Emeritus Nils Erik Gilhus er 
innleggsholder.  

Lenke til kalenderoppslag med 
påmelding: https://www.uib.no/
med/137536/digitalt-veilederseminar-phd
-veiledere 

11. desember, fra 09-10.00. 

Announcement of 
Positioning Grants (POS) for 
2021 

Positioning Funding (POS) is divided 
into 3 categories: 

1. Positioning researchers towards a 
future Horizon Europe call: 

•  Networking. 

• Participation in arenas  
contributing towards influencing 
the European research and  
innovation agenda. 

• Build up new consortiums, or 
enter existing ones.  

2. Field-specific strategic measures 
at faculty level: 

• Participation in european 
strategic networks and arenas. 

• Cross-disciplinary events in 
Bergen with participants from 
the Commision or other 
relevant EU organizations. 

•Study- and delegatory visits to 
Brussels. 

3. Competence-building measures  for 
researchers and administrative support 
staff at the faculties, aimed at 
consolidating their competetive 
positions regarding funding from 
HEuropa.  

When applying for grants for a specific 
activity, the programme of that activity 
must be included in the application 
(workshops, courses, etc.)  

Tempates for application forms and 
final reports can be found here:  
https://www.uib.no/boa/97622/
prosjektetableringsst%C3%B8tte-pes-
og-posisjoneringsmidler-pos 

Applications must be sent to 
margarethe.bittins@uib.no by  
26 November 2020 

Utlysning av 
posisjoneringsmidler (POS) 
for 2021 

Posisjoneringsmidler (POS)  deles opp i 
3 kategorier: 

1. Posisjoneringsstøtte til forskere som 
posisjonerer seg mot en fremtidig 
HEuropa utlysning: 

•  Nettverksbygging. 

• Deltakelse på arenaer som 
medvirker til å påvirke den 
europeiske forsknings- og 
innovasjonsagendaen. 

• Bygge opp nye eller komme inn i 
eksisterende konsortier. 

2. Fagstrategiske virkemidler på 
fakultetsnivå: 

• Deltakelse i europeiske 
fagstrategiske nettverk og fora. 

• Tverrfaglige arrangement i Bergen 
med deltakelse fra Kommisjonen 
eller andre relevante EU 
organisasjoner. 

• Studie- og delegasjonsreiser til 
Brussel. 

3. Kompetansehevende tiltak for forskere 
og det administrative støtteapparatet ved 
fakultetene med det mål å stå sterkere 
rustet i konkurransen om finansiering fra 
HEuropa.  

Programmene til aktivitetene det søkes 
midler til (workshops, kurs osv) må 
legges ved søknaden.  

Maler til søknadsskjema og sluttrapport 
finner dere her: 
https://www.uib.no/boa/97622/
prosjektetableringsst%C3%B8tte-pes-og-
posisjoneringsmidler-pos 
 

Søknader sendes til 
margarethe.bittins@uib.no innen  
26. november 2020 

 Harald Barsnes 
started in a 
permanent position 
as Associate 
Professor at PROBE  
on 01 November. 

 

 

 

That time of year has arrived. The time all of us who have applied for the 

research council have anticipated for a good 6 months. Soon we should know 

the outcome – fingers crossed. This year is special though, as the deadline 

for the 2021 call has been moved up to February. This introduced 

obvious uncertainty into our planning and grant writing, but nonetheless IBM 

plan to send out 35 applications across young talent, mobility, scientific 

renewal and large interdisciplinary projects. I am not sure that this is the 

highest number ever, but it is certainly up there and affirms the high research 

activity we have at IBM. This is particularly impressive, when considering the 

backdrop of the corona situation. It is also extremely important, as our 

research activity and department economy are more or less totally dependent 

on these funding mechanisms.  

It is also the time of the year where we would normally start to plan for 

the Christmas party. Unfortunately, because of the pandemic, this year will be 

different. While it is clear that we cannot have the party as we have gotten 

used to and love, we will try to put together some sort of celebration. More 

info to come on that one.  

Finally, it is also the time where UiB has decided to change the administrative 

software systems. More specifically this will begin in January. In addition to a 

ton of online courses for the administrative personnel this will likely affect the 

ordering also. This will be a bit tricky since it coincides with the end of year 

budget. The no-new-orders period will therefore likely be extended a bit into 

January. So please plan accordingly. You will receive updates when we know 

the specific dates.  
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