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CCBIO seminar 

We are ending this year’s seminar series with a different topic than usual, 

shedding light on another highly relevant area of science.  

Eystein Jansen from the Department of Earth Science, University of Bergen, 

will give a talk entitled “Climate research in Bergen – Strategic choices and 

challenges that paved the way”. 

Position: Professor in Paleoclimatology and Vice Director of the SapienCE 

Centre of Excellence on early sapiens behaviour at the University of Bergen, 

Academic Director of the Academia Europaea Bergen Knowledge Hub, and 

Member of the ERC Scientific Council.  

Research field: Climate change and climate dynamics. Past climate changes 

and role of the ocean in the climate system. 

Main achievements: Founding Director of the Bjerknes Centre for Climate 

Research (BCCR), a world leading centre on climate dynamics, and Lead 

Author of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 4th and 5th 

Assessment Reports. 

Motivation: Climate change is a key challenge for humanity with long-term 

impacts on all aspects of society and with potential negative ramifications on 

sustainability, ecosystems, economies, global health, peace and stability. After 

this challenge started to be recognised in the 1990-ies, Bergen has become an 

internationally renowned centre for climate research. What is the current 

status for climate change and our efforts to mitigate them, and what were the 

factors behind the strong build-up of climate research here in Bergen? 

Thursday, December 16, 14.30, on Zoom 

Funding Announcements 

Publications 

The following list is the PubMed search result for 
“Bergen AND Biomedicine” since the last 
newsletter. Authors who attribute the Department 
are shown in bold.  
 
Human blood serum proteome changes after 6 hours of sleep deprivation at night 
Alvhild Alette Bjørkum1* , Ana Carrasco Duran1 , Berven Frode2 , Dola Sinha 
Roy1 , Karen Rosendahl3 , Even Birkeland2 and Linda Stuhr 
Sleep Science and Practice (2021) 5:14 https://doi.org/10.1186/s41606-021-
00066-2  
 
AXL targeting by a specific small molecule or monoclonal antibody inhibits 
renal cell carcinoma progression in an orthotopic mice model. 
Chen TJ, Mydel P, Benedyk-Machaczka M, Kamińska M, Kalucka U, Blø M, 
Furriol J, Gausdal G, Lorens J, Osman T, Marti HP. 
Physiol Rep. 2021 Dec;9(23):e15140. doi: 10.14814/phy2.15140. 
 
Editorial: Coordination of mRNA Transport and Translation With Vesicle and 
Organelle Trafficking and Dynamics. 
Vedeler A, Bramham CR. 
Front Cell Dev Biol. 2021 Nov 18;9:800136. doi: 10.3389/fcell.2021.800136 
 
Personalized Medicine to Improve Treatment of Dopa-Responsive Dystonia-A 
Focus on Tyrosine Hydroxylase Deficiency. 
Nygaard G, Szigetvari PD, Grindheim AK, Ruoff P, Martinez A, Haavik 
J, Kleppe R, Flydal MI 
J Pers Med. 2021 Nov 12;11(11):1186. doi: 10.3390/jpm11111186. 
 
Identifying the Predictive Role of Oxidative Stress Genes in the Prognosis of 
Glioma Patients. 
Lu D, Yang N, Wang S, Liu W, Zhang D, Wang J, Huang B, Li X. 
Med Sci Monit. 2021 Nov 27;27:e934161. doi: 10.12659/MSM.934161. 
 
Cabozantinib Is Effective in Melanoma Brain Metastasis Cell Lines and 
Affects Key Signaling Pathways. 
Mannsåker TA, Hoang T, Aasen SN, Bjørnstad OV, Parajuli H, 
Sundstrøm T, Thorsen FA. 
Int J Mol Sci. 2021 Nov 14;22(22):12296. doi: 10.3390/ijms222212296. 
 
Regional variations in caries experience, predictors, and follow-up among 
children and adolescents in Western Norway. 
Sulo G, Nasir EF, Toftesund AL, Mustafa M, Åstrøm AN, Berggreen E. 
Acta Odontol Scand. 2021 Nov 24:1-6. doi: 10.1080/00016357.2021.2005824 
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Current funding announcements/deadlines 

Horizon Europe—European Research Council 

Starting Grant 

Researchers of any nationality with 2-7 years of experience since 

completion of PhD , 1,5 million Euro, 5 years. 

Deadline 13 January 2022 

Consolidator Grant 

Researchers of any nationality with 7-12 years of experience since 

completion of PhD. 2 million euros, 5 years. 

Deadline 17 March 2022 

Horizon Europe— Health Cluster 

Research and Innovation actions (RIA) and Coordination and support actions (CSA) that 
address specific global societal challenges. Detailed information on these calls (and many 
more) is found in the latest draft of the Work Programme, v.7 (PDF) 
Contact person at UiB: katie.anders@uib.no  
 
Research– and innovation actions: 

• Prevention of obesity throughout the life course HORIZON-HLTH-2022-
STAYHLTH-01-05-two-stage Deadline 1.2.2022 

• Pre-clinical development of the next generation immunotherapies for diseases or 
disorders with unmet medical need, HORIZON-HLTH-2022-DISEASE-06-02 
Deadline 01.02.22 

• Optimising effectiveness in patients of existing prescription drugs, for major 
diseases (except cancer) with the use of biomarkers, HORIZON-HLTH-2022-TOOL-
11-01 Deadline 21.04.22 

• Development of new effective therapies for rare diseases, HORIZON-HLTH-2022-
DISEASE-06-04. Deadline 01.02.22 

• Trustworthy AI tools to predict the risk for chronic non-communicable diseases 
and/or their progression, HORIZON-HLTH-2022-STAYHLTH-01-04  
Deadline 01.02.22 

• Non-communicable diseases risk reduction in adolescence and youth, HORIZON-
HLTH-2022-DISEASE-07-03 Deadline 21.04.22 

• Computational models for new patient stratification strategies, HORIZON-HLTH-
2022-TOOL-12-01 Deadline 21.04.22 

• Personalised blueprint of chronic inflammation in health to disease transition, 
HORIZON-HLTH-2022-STAYHLTH-02-01 Deadline 21.04.22 

Research Council of Norway 

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal 
Funding is intended to support scientific renewal and development in research that 
can help to advance the international research front.  
4-6 years, 12,000,000 kroner 

Researcher Project for Young Talents 
For young research talents under the age of 40. 
3-4 years, NOK 8,000,000 

Three-year Research Project with international mobility 
3 years, NOK 3,900,000 

If you consider to submit an application for external funding, please send a short project sketch to the 

head of the Department and the administration by 20 November 

https://skjemaker.app.uib.no/view.php?id=8157307 

Deadline: 2 February 2022 

Call for proposals Monrad-Krohn's award 2022 

Monrad-Krohn's endowment to promote neurological research grants an award every year for 
outstanding neuroscientific research preferably within clinical neurology. Professors of 
Neurology at universities in Nordic Region can nominate candidates for the award prize. For 
further information, please see the foundation's website, 
https://unifor.no/stiftelser/monrad-krohns-legat-til-fremme-av-neurologisk-forskning/ 
Deadline: 15 January 2022 

Stiftelsen Dam / Najsonalforeningen for folkehelse 

The Dam Foundation is now announcing research funding for 2022. 
The application must be submitted in collaboration with an applicant organization, such as . 
The Norwegian Health Association. The Norwegian Health Association mediates 
applications in its field of cardiovascular disease and dementia. 
The application process takes place in two rounds. In round 1, the applicant fills in a short 
sketch. In round 2, the applicants with the highest score from round 1 are invited to send 
extended applications. 
The deadline for submitting a sketch to the Norwegian Health Association is 10 January 
If you have questions or want to send in a sketch, please contact Øivind Kristensen 
oivind.kristensen@nasjonalforeningen.no tel. 932 28 895 
Deadline: 15 Februar 2022 

NEW! Gerda Mayer Nyquist Gulbrandson & Gerd Meyer Nyquist Scholarship for 

Brain Research 

The grant allocates funds for brain research with a focus on unexplored congenital and 
acquired diseases of the nervous system, in the fields of neurology, psychiatry and 
psychology. It is possible to apply for funds to cover equipment investments, operating costs 
and salaries (incl. Social costs). 
Apply here:https://fond.app.uib.no 
Deadline: 31.12.2021 

Travel Grants 

University of Bergen, The Faculty of Medicine TRAVEL GRANT 

The Faculty of Medicine offers grants for research stays abroad for scientific staff in 

permanent positions, postdoctoral fellows with UiB-funding and PhD-candidates with UiB-

funding. Deadline 1 March and 1 October each year 

Research Council of Norway TRAVEL GRANTS 

Scholarship for research stays abroad for 3 -12 months for PhD candidates and Post 

Doctors in projects with funding from the Research Council. Deadline: continuing 

Helse Vest TRAVEL GRANT 

granted for 6 or 12 months. Postdoctoral fellowship applicants are especially encouraged 

to apply for an overseas fellowship over the course of their fellowship period. 

Continuing deadline  

ERASMUS+ staff mobility TRAVEL GRANT 

Subsidising mobility of up to two months, for UiB staff including PhD-candidates and post 

docs, to attend courses or individual laboratory visits. Also have a look at the list of 

organized staff mobility weeks.  

Deadline: 20 August and 20 January each year 

NOTE: 

If you plan to apply for external funding, please always send a 

short notice to the Department administration: https://

skjemaker.app.uib.no/view.php?id=8157307  

For applications for international funds (EU, EEA, others) you will 

need approval from the Head of the Department and the University’s 

division of research- and innovation. Fill in this short statement 

(PDF) and send it to the Department administration:  

Janne.Gotaas@uib.no 

PhD updates 

Human Resources 

Vacant positions 

at the University of Bergen 

Benefits 

for employees at UiB 

Events 

for UiB employees 

We say goodbye to this colleague: 

New doctoral degree: Teeny Xiaozheng Liu 

Teeny held a trial lecture on 6 

December and defended her thesis 

on 7 December. We congratulate 

and  wish her all the best for her 

future career! 

 Margarethe Bittins 

will quit her position 

as research and 

Ph.D.-coordinator 

and will have her last 

working day on 22 

December. 

New group sessions for 
psychological skills 
training for PhD candidates 

The Occupational Health Service 

has announced to offer another 

round of group sessions with 

Psychological skills training for 

PhD candidates in January. They 

offer group seminars spread over 

three sessions, three hours each 

session, and the sessions are 

available for all PhD candidates at 

UiB.  

For more information: 

NO Psykologisk rådgivning for 
ph.d.-kandidater og yngre forskere 
| HMS-portalen | UiB 

ENG Psychological skills training 

for PhD candidates and young 

Grupperådgiving for ph.d.-
kandidater (psykologisk 
rådgiving) 

Bedriftshelsetjenesten tilbyr nå nye 

gruppetimer med psykologisk 

rådgiving for ph.d.-kandidater, med 

oppstart i januar. Dette er 

gruppetimer over tre sesjoner, tre 

timer per gang. Tilbudet er 

tilgjengelig for alle ph.d.-kandidater 

som tar graden sin ved UiB. 

Mer informasjon: 

NO Psykologisk rådgivning for ph.d.

-kandidater og yngre forskere | 

HMS-portalen | UiB 

ENG Psychological skills training for 

PhD candidates and young 

scientists | The HSE-gateway | UiB 

Conference on Health 
Care Research 2022 

The conference is arranged by the 

Center for Clinical Documentation 

and Evaluation (SKDE) and Helse 

Nord RHF in collaboration with the 

National Center for Health Care 

Research. 

The overall theme of the 

conference is "Practice variation in 

health care - is equality an 

illusion?". SKDE's Head of Studies 

and Research, Eva Stensland, 

promises current lectures and 

exciting discussions in plenary and 

parallel sessions: 

Read more here (in 

Norwegian). 

16-17 March, Tromsø 

Helsetjenesteforsknings-
konferansen 2022 

Konferansen arrangeres denne 

gang av Senter for klinisk 

dokumentasjon og evaluering 

(SKDE) og Helse Nord RHF i 

samarbeid med Nasjonalt senter for 

helsetjenesteforskning. 

Overordnet tema for konferansen 

er «Praksisvariasjon i 

helsetjenesten – er likeverdighet en 

illusjon?». Fag- og forskningssjef i 

SKDE, Eva Stensland, lover aktuelle 

foredrag og spennende diskusjoner 

i plenums- og parallellsesjoner: 

Les mer om program og påmelding 

her. 

16.-17. mars 2022, Tromsø 

Horizon Europe info day 
@UiB 

Do you want to learn more about 

EU's funding for research and 

innovation? Horizon Europe 

provides opportunities for 

researchers in all fields and at all 

career stages. 

We invite all researchers at UiB to 

participate in this event, where 

you will receive information and 

get the opportunity to ask 

questions about the funding 

instruments and processes of 

Horizon Europe. 

Horizon Europe supports a wide 

range of research and innovation 

activities, including basic and 

applied research, innovation 

projects, 

and networking activities, and 

provides funding and 

opportunities for researchers in all 

fields and at all career stages.  

https://www.uib.no/en/

fia/149608/horizon-europe-info-

day-uib 

14 January 2022, UiB Aula 

 

Horizon Europe info day 
@UiB 

Vil du lære mer om EU-finansiering 

av forskning og innovasjon? 

Horisont Europa har muligheter for 

forskere innen alle felt og på alle 

stadier i karrieren.  

Vi inviterer alle UiB-forskere til å 

delta på arrangementet. Du vil få 

informasjon om og muligheten til å 

stille spørsmål om de forskjellige 

finansieringsmekanismene og 

prosessene i Horisont Europa. 

Horisont Europa finansierer en 

rekke ulike forsknings- og 

innovasjonsaktiviteter, inkludert 

grunnleggende forskning, anvendt 

forskning, innovasjonsprosjekter og 

nettverksaktiviteter, og tilbyr 

muligheter for forskere innenfor 

alle fagfelt og på alle karrieretrinn.  

https://www.uib.no/en/fia/149608/

horizon-europe-info-day-uib 

14. januar 2022, UiB Aula 

Åsgard: Exchange programme 
with France 

The Åsgård program is an exchange 

program under the auspices of the 

Department of Science at the 

Institut français de Norvège and the 

Research Council of Norway. 

Åsgard research  

The “Åsgard Research Programme" is a project booster financed by the 

Research Council of Norway and the Department for scientific cooperation of 

the French Embassy in Norway. It aims at inviting French and Norwegian 

scientists for a one-week visit respectively to Norway or to France. During 

their stay, they will be given the opportunity to meet their counterparts, visit 

private and public research institutions, and give a series of lectures and 

courses.  

Åsgard innovation 

aims at inviting French and Norwegian actors from the innovation and 

technology transfer fields for a one-week visit respectively to Norway or 

to France. During their stay, they will be given the opportunity to meet their 

counterparts, visit private and public organizations.  

Åsgard Staff 

It aims at inviting French and Norwegian administrative staff working at 

universities, research centres and funding agencies for a oneweek visit 

respectively to Norway or to France. During their stay, they will be given the 

opportunity to meet their counterparts, visit private and public organizations  

Åsgard Research+ 

It aims at inviting French and Norwegian scientists for a one-week visit 

respectively to Norway or to France. During their stay, they will be given the 

opportunity to meet their counterparts and prepare a bilateral call for 

applications or a FrenchNorwegian research project. The program is open to 

all researchers who wish to strengthen an existing French-Norwegian 

collaboration and specifically those who has participated in a program 

organized by the scientific department of the Embassy of France in Norway  

Read more here: https://www.france.no/no/if/norge-oslo/vitenskap/

samarbeidsprogrammer-vitenskap/asgard-programmet/ 

Application deadline: 31 January 2022 

PhD courses at Nordic Medical 

Faculties - NorDoc Database  

Nordic Doctoral Training in Health 

Sciences (NorDoc) is a consortium for doctoral schools/faculties of health 

sciences in the Nordic countries. As a PhD student enrolled at one of these 

doctoral schools/faculties of health sciences, you can participate in the 

courses in the database for free (travel/lodging costs would apply). 

The database is available here: 

https://www.nordochealth.net/courses 

Most courses posted in the database are scientific courses. There may also be 

a few generic courses with seats available for PhD students across the NorDoc 

universities. 

There is a link for each course to a local website with information about the 

course and registration as well as information about the course organizer. 

We hope you will find the new NorDoc course database useful. Note that not all 

universities have posted courses yet and that more will post courses 

throughout the spring. Courses will be posted on an ongoing basis so check 

back soon! 

Learning from the COVID-19 pandemic: an 

interdisciplinary approach 

In january the Pandemic Centre will offer a two-

weeks course for students to learn from the Covid 

19-pandemic. The course is open to both PhD-

students and Master students from all diciplines at the university. 

In January, the Pandemic Centre will start a two-week course aimed primarily 

at PhD students from all disciplines. The course will also be offered as an 

elective course for 4th year medical students, as well as Master's students 

from all fields at UiB. 

The course will cover both medical issues related to vaccines, experiences from 

pandemics in a historical perspective as well as legal, social and ethical 

dilemmas. 

The course will consist of interdisciplinary teaching from various professionals 

at UiB, in addition to critical review of texts and practical work in groups.  

See the complete program for the PhD course here  

3-14 January, Alrek health cluster 

Bergen Bysykkel 
abonnement  

UiB offers an annual subscription 

to bicycles from Bergen Bysykkel 

to their employees. 

We hope this offer can motivate 

ato more cycling rather than the 

use of a car / bus, as both as an 

environmental and a public health 

measure. As the number of 

subscriptions is limited, we ask 

employees to apply via this form.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/

ResponsePage.aspx?

id=vCSKZI2pJUCcYEjBmhQgaTZPf

q8pqeVLkjq5lnw1f0NUQVhCTEJQM

jRKRERKS0MyR1M5SThNMzVIRi4u 

Value codes for the annual 

subscription are distributed 

continuously and prioritized to 

those with the greatest need.  

This measure is currently a pilot 

project, but is considered to be 

continued if there is great interest.  

Any questions can be sent to the 

the HR department via UiBhjelp.

Bergen Bysykkel 
abonnement  

UiB tilbyr ansatte som trenger å 

komme seg rundt på campus et 

årsabonnement på sykler fra 

Bergen Bysykkel. 

Vi håper dette tilbudet kan 

motivere til økt grad av sykling 

fremfor bruk av bil/bus, og bidra 

både som et miljø- og et 

folkehelsetiltak. Ettersom det er et 

begrenset antall abonnement, er 

det ønskelig at ansatte søker via 

dette skjemaet: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/

ResponsePage.aspx?

id=vCSKZI2pJUCcYEjBmhQgaTZPfq

8pqeVLkjq5lnw1f0NUQVhCTEJQMjR

KRERKS0MyR1M5SThNMzVIRi4u 

Verdikoder til årsabonnementet 

deles ut fortløpende og prioriteres 

til de med størst behov. 

Dette tiltaket er foreløpig et 

prøveprosjekt, men vurderes 

videreført dersom stor interesse. 

Eventuelle spørsmål kan sendes 

via UiBhjelp til seksjon for 

arbeidsmiljø og 

organisasjonsutvikling ved HR-

avdelingen. 

Opening hours in the 
reception during the 
holidays: 

Fri  24.12.  CLOSED 

Mon  27.12.:  9-14 

Tue  28.12.:  9-14 

Wed  29.12.:  9-14 

Thu  30.12.:  9-14 

Fri  31.12.  CLOSED 

Ekspedisjonen i 
romjulen 

 

Fre  24.12.  STENGT 

Man  27.12.:  9-14 

Tirs  28.12.: 9-14 

Ons 29.12.:  9-14 

Tors  30.12.:  9-14 

Fre  31.12.  STENGT 

TMS Starting Grant Programme – Call 2022 

The Trond Mohn Foundation Starting Grant programme 

aims to assist the University of Bergen in recruiting young 

national or international candidates with outstanding 

academic merit and research potential.  

The process consists of a prequalification round which will be decided in 

June 2022, with a subsequent final round which has an application deadline 

in August 2022. In both rounds the candidate and the project are evaluated 

by 3 international experts.  The winners will be announced at the 

Foundation’s annual celebration in the University Aula on 2 December 

2022. See call, templates and guidelines here. 

The deadline for prequalification is 8 March 2022. 

UiB may nominate candidates that meet the eligibility criteria as follows:  

• Candidates who hold a permanent position as an associate professor or 

professor at UiB are not eligible for nomination.  

• - A candidate cannot be nominated two consecutive years. - 

•  Candidates who have reached the age of 40 by 8 March 2022 are 

normally not eligible. The age limit may be extended for a maximum of 

two (2) years in the following circumstances or a combination thereof: - 

parental leave: the age limit may be exceeded by the documented time of 

leave taken for each child - long-term illness1 or clinical training or 

national service: the age limit may be exceeded by the documented time 

of leave taken  

There will be an internal selection round at the Department of Biomedicine 

prior to the official deadline. Interested applicants should send their CV, a short 

project description (max one page) and a recommendation letter from their 

supervisor to Vice head for research (Ruth.Brenk@uib.no) by 7 January 2022. 

Feel free to spread the announcement in your networks as external 

applicants can also apply (but they still need to be nominated by the 

Department). 

Take the EMBO survey  

Following Maria Leptin’s recent invitation to EMBC Delegates to take the EMBO 

survey, I now would like to ask you to help spread the word among life 

scientists in Norway and invite them to take the survey, too. EMBO launched 

this survey to better understand the needs of life scientists and their 

awareness and perceptions of EMBO, its programmes and scientific 

publications across life scientists in Europe and beyond. 

So far, we have received few responses from life scientists in Norway, and 

they might miss an opportunity to voice their views and experiences. 

Therefore, we ask you to kindly share the survey in your networks by 

forwarding the attachment or the link https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?

k=163714576878&id.site=10.  It takes less than 15 minutes to complete the 

survey. It is open until 17 December. 

We thank you for your support. 

Best regards, 

Tilmann Kiessling 

 

EMBO - excellence in life sciences 

Dr. Tilmann Kiessling, MBA 

Head of Communications 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EMBO launches a survey among researchers at all career stages and 

other stakeholders in the life sciences throughout Europe and 

beyond. We designed the survey to better understand the needs of 

the life sciences communities, and their awareness and perceptions 

of EMBO, its programmes and scientific publications. 

Your feedback will inform further development of the EMBO Pro-

grammes and activities that foster excellence in the life sciences in 

Europe and beyond. 

We have commissioned the market research agency Shift Mem-

bership to conduct the survey. 

Take the survey 

Completion time: 13 to 15 minutes 

as in the rest of the society, many people at the Department are 

currently at home sick, be it due to Covid or other infections. So, if 

you are reading this newsletter from home because you are ill or are 

looking after ill children: I hope you are well soon!  

New Corona measures have been introduced in Norway on Tuesday 

and on Thursday in Bergen. As usual, you can find the current rules 

also on the UiB web page.  

On the funding front: The Department will get one PhD position paid 

by Helse Vest and one from the faculty pool. Congratulations to the 

applicants! We are also getting equipment money. The results from 

the RCN infrastructure call came today and we congratulate MIC with 

new funding for highly advanced equipment. To the ones that have 

been unsuccessful: Thanks for your efforts!  

As mentioned in the last newsletter, all research groups have got 

allocated money for decentralized Christmas gatherings. If you have 

not yet had this gathering, make sure that you take the new covid 

restrictions into consideration when planning for this lunch. I hope 

you already have or will soon enjoy some special treat!  

This will be the last newsletter before Christmas and we wish all of 

you  a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year’s celebration.   

 

 

 

Ruth Brenk 

Vice head for research 
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